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These elements are provided as preparation for the Final Project.

There is no homework for students in the Advanced Studies Certificate.  However, there is an integrative project at the end of the program, in which you will demonstrate the ability to apply principles from your courses in a practical ministry application.  To prepare for the integrative project, you will find it helpful to include these elements:
PCW 511E “Pastoral Understanding of Women”
Students are encouraged to process PCW 511E as suggested by the following reading, reflection and connection. These elements are provided as preparation for the Final Project. This course is a 2 LU course.

1. Experience 

View and interact with the DVD-Rom course PCW 511E  

2.  Reflection 
Interview a woman in a season of life (using Gail Sheehy’s definitions of seasons) that you have not yet experienced. Incorporate your understanding of this season in your interview questions. (See course assignments for possible interview questions)

· Summarize the characteristics of this season as you formulate questions

· Summarize the responses of the interviewee

· Think through a strategy to prepare women for this season of life. Include ways the church can be involved in this. Note how this may be relevant to women outside the church. This should be incorporated into your final project.

      3.  Connection 

READ Shepherding a Woman’s Heart, by Beverly Hislop  Give a minimum of 10 hours of        pastoral care to a woman (or women) incorporating the understanding gained from the Bible, Hislop’s book and course lectures. 

· Listen to her story (using active listening  and shepherding skills)

· Write a vision statement for her (using Crabb’s model)

· Think through shepherding skills and biblical strategies that would enable you and the women in your church to offer more effective ministry to women.  This should be incorporated into your final project.

PCW 512XE “Women in Pain I”
Students are encouraged to process PCW 512XE as suggested by the following reading, reflection and connection. These elements are provided as preparation for the Final Project. This course is a 2 LU course.


1. Experience 

View and interact with DVD-Rom course PCW 512XE 


2.  Personal reflection 

READ Into Abba’s Arms, by Sandra D. Wilson. 

Process Wilson’s book by answering the following personal questions. 

Why do I have a hole in my soul?

How can I get close to a God whom I have difficulty trusting?

Why style mask do I most closely identify with and why? How can I find and accept the real me?

Incorporate your understanding of Wilson’s perspective, your perspective, and a biblical perspective. Summarize the impact of your discoveries in your ministry.

3.  Connection
Shepherding Women in Pain, Bev Hislop, Moody Publishers, 2010, Read: Hislop, Forward–Ch 5, & 22 (64 pages) & Ch 6, 11, 12, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 21 (148 pages). 13: 978-0802477057

Think through how you could make your ministry to women an environment of grace, of safety, and of connecting.  What can you as leaders do to model authenticity and acceptance for women in pain? Begin thinking strategically about how you will communicate this to those in your influence.

PCW 512YE “Women in Pain II”
Students are encouraged to process PCW 512Ye as suggested by the following reading, reflection and connection. These elements are provided as preparation for the ASC Final Project. This course is a 2 LU course.

1. Experience

View and interact with the DVD-Rom course PCW 512YE
2. Reflection
READ the book of Job in the Bible, NIV and another translation of choice  

As you interact with this timeless book, look for underlying truths that can be overlooked at first reading. Reflect on the following questions.

· What are the key concepts the author of the book of Job wants to convey?

· What questions are emerging for you as you read Job?  

· What is the most significant question? What are your thoughts regarding this question?

· What did you conclude from the book of Job?  

Summarize the implications of your conclusions from Job to your involvement in pastoral care to women. This may be incorporated into your final project.

3. Connection
READ When Life and Beliefs Collide, Carolyn Custis James 

Discuss with someone in your ministry James perspective. Include the following questions

· What is an overarching question women in pain consistently ask?
· What contribution does theology make for women in pain? (What is theology?)
· Do you agree or disagree with James’ observation that BOTH Mary and Martha knew theology? Give biblical support for your answer.
Think through how well prepared the women in your ministry are for the inevitable emotional pain in life. What do JOB and Carolyn James have to offer you as a leader to better prepare your women for their own painful experiences and their ability to shepherd other women in pain. This may be incorporated into your final ASC project.

PCW 513E “Women in Leadership”
Students are encouraged to process PCW 513E as suggested by the following reading, reflection and connection. These elements are provided as preparation for the Final Project. This course is a 2 LU course.

1. Experience 

View and interact with DVD-Rom course PCW 513E 


2.  Reflection 

READ:  Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership, Ruth Haley Barton, InterVarsity Press, 2008, (221 pgs).  Include these questions in your personal reflection:
· With whom or what did you most closely identify and why?

· What did you learn about vision? Look for birth, death, and resurrection stages of vision.
· Other book reflections and relate the implications of your discoveries to your own role in leadership.
3 Connection

READ chapters 1-5 and chapters 8-15 of Leaders on Leadership, ed. George Barna  

As a leader you are a change agent. Think through one aspect of change that you are currently or in the near future will be initiating.  Incorporate the following aspects.

· Identify and plan to connect with the people named in Maxwell’s Five Circles (ch. 9)

· List reasons people resist your efforts for change. How will you incorporate these into your strategy? Who will make up your prayer shield?
· How will understanding the three stages of transition help the process of change?
· Is gender an issue? How will understanding the differences (see Tannen) help?
Formulate your strategy. Include solid reasons for making the change and the steps you will take to implement the change. Identify key elements from this course and Barna that you will incorporate.

PCW 514E “Building Relational Ministries to Women”
Students are encouraged to process PCW 514E as suggested by the following reading, reflection and connection. These elements are provided as preparation for the Final Project. This course is a 2 LU course.

1. Experience: View and interact with DVD-Rom course PCW 514E
2. Reflection & Connection

A) Personal Reflection - READ the Book of Nehemiah & John White’s book. Reflect on the following aspects of Nehemiah’s leadership. 

· How did God prepare Nehemiah for the leadership role of rebuilding?
· How much time did Nehemiah spend praying and fasting BEFORE he began his work?  How much time did it take to complete the wall? Conclusions?
· Make note of the opposition from without and within. What are some themes to Nehemiah’s responses and to the outcome?
· What do you learn about leadership from Nehemiah’s role in revival/renewal?
· What were key elements to Nehemiah finishing well?
Think through the components that you see in Nehemiah’s leadership that could enhance your leadership. How will you integrate these into your ministry and your final project?

B. Connection

Identify the components of building a ministry that you will invest more time in this year. Think through how this will directly impact the outcome of your ministry and final project.

· Cast the Vision--Write a clear vision and mission statement. How will you bring others on board? How will you “cast the vision?”
PCW 522E “Women and Spiritual Warfare…”

Students are encouraged to process PCW522E as suggested by the following reading, reflection and connection. These elements are provided as preparation for the Final Project. This course is a 2 LU course.

1.  Experience: View and interact with DVD-Rom course PCW 522E 

2a.  Reflection - Suggested reading:
Guinness, Os.  The Call.  Nashville, TN.: Word Publishers, 1998
·           How does the author define “The Call”?  Do you agree or disagree with his definition?  Why?

·           In Chapter six the author speaks of “doing what you are”.  How would you articulate his challenge (in 

            your own words) to someone that has not read this book?

·           The author uses William Golding’s novel, The Spire, to highlight the “dark side of the call”.  What two 

            concerns does he raise as he reflects on this tale?  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?

·           What three ways does the author suggest “The Call” allows us to “finish well”?

3a.  Connection

Identify the elements of this text that impacted you the most.  How will you relate the implications of your discoveries to your attitudes, actions, habits, thoughts or beliefs?  How has this text encouraged you to identify and embrace your Call on a daily basis?

2b.  Reflection - Suggested reading:
Blackaby, Henry.  Called and Accountable.  Birmingham, AL.: New Hope Publishers, 2002.

As a woman that is called by God you were created to embrace your identity in Him and equip others to do the same.  Think through how you will apply what you have learned in this class as you minister to other women.  Include these questions in the formulation of your life and ministry application:

· According to this author, what does it mean to be called by God? Do you agree or disagree?

· How do we (biblically) live out our call?  How do we champion others to do the same?

· What is the immediate response necessary from every believer in regards to their call? 

· What (does the author suggest) is the most critical requirement of The Call?

3b.  Connection

Formulate your application.  Explain how you will take what you have learned in this course to equip other women to identify and embrace their Call.  Be sure to incorporate specific elements from this course and its texts.

ALL OTHER COURSES
1.  Experience 

View and interact with the CDs, Videos, or Tapes.  (Required)
2.  Personal Reflection 
List the key discoveries or principles which impacted you from the course, and write a brief statement or list of ideas for each, describing how that principle has impacted or could impact your life and/or ministry.

3.  Connections

We encourage you to interact with others regarding the course material and the impact it can make on life and ministry.  In face-to-face courses, you may wish to spend time discussing this with other students; in distance education courses, you’re welcome to participate in any course discussion forums, to email your course mentor, or to discuss the concepts with others. 

FINAL PROJECT
The Final Project is designed to facilitate the integration of ASC coursework into the trenches of ministry.  Students will be designing a new ministry or one new aspect of a current ministry in which they serve a leadership role. This should take place simultaneously with the ASC coursework.  The Final Project is meant to serve as a culmination of this work and the certificate program. The student is required to satisfactorily complete the Final Project to earn 2 LU’s and receive the Advanced Studies Certificate.

Your Final Project will take a path similar to the layout of PCW 514:  1) Cast the vision 2) Build the team 3) Assess the needs and 4) Mold the ministry.  You may choose to focus your attention more on one aspect than another, given your particular situation. 

A) Cast the Vision. You will want to incorporate what you have learned about your leadership style and competencies, your character preparation, your call, and God’s provision, etc. (PCW 513, PCW 514, and THS 572). What is vision and how did you get others “on-board?”

B) Build the Team. The people who will be working with you will be your team. Identify aspects of leadership (vision, change agent, etc. that you gained in PCW 513). Show the work you’ve done as leader in bringing together this team, initiating bonding experiences, gifting recognition, etc. Refer to PCW 514 and PCW 511.

C) Assessing the needs is critical for effective ministry!  Your ministry must target a felt need, as well as real needs.  How did you assess those needs (PCW 514)?  How well do you know your audience (women)? Refer to all you learned in PCW 511, 512X and 512Y.  How will you include shepherding women in pain?  Identify relevant cultural and gender issues (PCW 513, DIS 501).

D) Mold the Ministry. THIS IS THE CULMINATION of this certificate program. This will describe bringing your vision to reality. The current stage of “reality” may appear to be infantile compared to the future fully realized ministry.  Describe the distance you’ve taken this vision from the beginning of this ASC in Pastoral Care to Women Certificate Program to now. Please do not include myriad details of the distant past ministry involvement, but rather current ministry initiatives influenced through this certificate program. Draw on all seminars, DVD coursework (including elective courses, such as Bible, Theology, Ministry Core courses and specialized electives—PCW 515), readings, as well as personal reflection and connection with others. Clearly profile the work you and your team have done.  

COURSE POLICIES:  Can be located at www.wscll.net. 

CONTACTING YOUR COURSE MENTORS:  
When you register for the course, the Center for Lifelong Learning office assigns a mentor to you, and informs you of the means to contact that mentor. If you have questions about contacting your mentor, please let our office know.  

Questions regarding this course or its materials should be directed to:

 Western Seminary, Center for Lifelong Learning
 5511 SE Hawthorne Blvd., Portland, OR, 97215
Attn: Jon Raibley
Email: jraibley@westernseminary.edu
 1-800-893-8567 - In Portland: 503-517-1899
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