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WESTERN SEMINARY




CLL - Center for Lifelong Learning

Course Number: 
DIS 508E 

Course Title: 
Applied Anthropology 

Instructor: 

John Branner, D.Miss. 
Credit Hours: 
2
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Concepts of culture and cultural effects on the communication of God’s Word in different societies.  Cultural assumptions and resulting patterns of attitudes and behaviors, as well as the need to use anthropological tools for field study are identified.  Two credit hours.
COURSE GOALS.  Following the course you should be able to: 

· Know how to begin the process of analyzing culture and society.

· Know how to develop effective interpersonal relationships in a different culture.

· Know how to apply the principles of anthropology in the context of ministry.

· Know how to be a sympathetic observer/participant in other cultures with an attitude of acceptance of the equality of all cultures.

· Understand the pervasive effect of culture and cultural differences in human affairs, specifically in the communication of Christian truth.

· Identify cultural assumptions and resulting patterns of attitudes and behaviors in your own culture, as well as in cultures other than your own.

· Recognize that all cultures are equally subject to the judgment of Scripture.

COURSE TEXT
Grunlan, Stephen A. and Mayers, Marvin K.  Cultural Anthropology: A Christian Perspective ISBN # 978-0801038877.
Important Note: Required and recommended course texts are subject to change at any time. Prior to purchasing your books for this course, please visit http://www.wscll.net/books/ for current bibliographic and pricing information.

COLLATERAL READING LIST.  Read 150 pages from at least three of the following books:   
· Hiebert, Paul.  Anthropological Insights for Missionaries.
· Hiebert, Paul.  Case Studies in Missions.  (Available Online At Http://Ojs.Globalmissiology.Org/Index.Php/English/Article/Viewfile/170/470)
· Kraft, Charles H.  Christianity in Culture, Second Edition.
· Loewen, Jacob.  Culture and Human Values:   Christian Intervention in Anthropological Perspective.
· Smalley, William A. (Ed.) Readings in Missionary Anthropology.
· Smalley, William A. (Ed.) Readings in Missionary Anthropology II.
· Stott, John And Coots, Robert (Eds.) Gospel And Culture.
· Winter, Ralph (Ed.) Perspectives on the World Christian Movement, Third Edition.  From pages 373-506, the section on Anthropology.
Course Format
1. Course Audio/Video Materials.  
Shortly after your course registration, you will receive instructions about how to download your course using the integr@te program (not earlier than three weeks from your start date).   

2. Learning Center.  
You will also be given access to a web-based learning center which functions as your classroom for the course. There you will find:

· The course syllabus. Please Note: The syllabus in your learning center is the governing course syllabus. Syllabi downloaded from the seminary or WSCLL.net website, or received from any other source, are for informational purposes only. 

· A week-by-week schedule to help you successfully complete the course on time with the least amount of stress.  To discuss changing the assignment due dates within the schedule, please contact Jon Raibley: jraibley@westernseminary.edu 

· A progress report for each lesson, by which you will indicate whether you completed your lesson requirements. While still allowing a great deal of scheduling flexibility, progress reports help us to help you if you begin to fall behind.

· Assignment summaries and links for uploading assignments and for completing group projects.

· Links to discussion forums, your course mentor and other students, the CLL support team, as well as links to other helpful communication and instructional resources.

3. Course Mentor.  
You will be assigned a course mentor who will participate as appropriate in classroom activities; review, grade, and provide feedback on course assignments; and interact with you on any questions you have about the course. When you receive your course materials, you will also receive contact information for your course mentor. Please contact your course mentor within two weeks of your course start date and maintain regular contact throughout the course.

Assignments

Note: You will find additional helpful information and specific details about each of the course assignments in your learning center. Please login as soon as possible after receiving your access information to review the specifics of each assignment.  

1. Lesson “Attendance” Requirements. For each lesson, complete the items as instructed in your learning center, and submit the progress report verifying that you’ve done so. These progress reports are our primary means of verifying your attendance, and each is worth up to one point toward your final grade. If the progress report is submitted by the due date on your course schedule, you’ll receive 100% of the report grade. If you submit the progress report late, but within two weeks of the due date, you will receive 80%.  If you submit the progress report more than two weeks late, you will receive 50%. And, of course, if you fail to submit a progress report at all, you will receive 0%.   Complete the reading of the textbook.
Note:  For Lesson 5, you’ll be watching the commercially-available video, “Death of Two Sons.”  If it is not available at a library or rental store near you, you may borrow a copy from the CLL office.  Please contact the office early in the semester to make arrangements.  
Points: 28 points possible (2 points per lesson).

Time: 20 hours estimated viewing time; 15 hours estimated reading time.
2. Collateral Reading: Read a total of at least 150 pages from at least 3 books on the collateral reading list on the topic of relating and communicating in intercultural contexts.  Write a 1-2 page paper on each book read, summarizing the content and indicating the principles you have learned.  Due weeks 3, 6 and 8.
Time: 10 hours estimated time 
Points: 60 Points possible (20 points each).

3. Forum Postings and Responses.  Interaction with others via this discussion forum will be a key part of the learning in this course.  You'll participate in two types of forum postings:
A. Reading Discussions Postings & Responses.  For each chapter of the text, choose one of the designated discussion questions at the end of the chapter, and write an interaction posting (approximately 300 words).  Then respond to one other posting for that chapter (about 100 words) -- agreeing, disagreeing, giving examples, asking questions, etc.  For chapters 13 and 14, choose one question from either chapter.
  
B.  Applications Forum Postings & Responses.   You'll be learning principles and techniques in this class, but how do they look in actual ministry?  Each lesson contains an exercise or case study to help you think through the process of applying these principles in real life.  For each lesson, respond to the question in an original posting, then respond to someone else's postings.  Each of these postings should be about 100 words. 

Time: 25 hours estimated time. 
Points: 112 points possible (2 points per posting, 4 postings per lesson). 
4. Cultural Approach Project.  Select an ethnic group or culture that is significantly different than your own, and complete a three-part project focused on that group:
A.  Novel Paper.   Read a novel (minimum 175 pages) about the group, written from a non-Christian perspective.  Then write a 3-5 (double-spaced) page summary and review.  Due Lesson 11.
Time: 7 hours estimated time. 

Points: 50 Points possible.
B. Movie Paper.  Secondly, watch a movie about that group.  A fictional film, rather than a documentary, is preferred.  Write a 3-5 (double-spaced) page summary and review.  Due Lesson 13.
Time: 7 hours estimated time. 

Points: 50 Points possible.

C. Bridge-Building Paper.  Finally, write a 3-5 (double-spaced) page paper with the insights you have gained, indicating how you would initially enter that culture and begin to build bridges in order to communicate the gospel.  Focus on the first steps of approach; this is not a strategy paper for planting a church.  Due Lesson 15.
Time: 6 hours estimated time. 

Points: 50 Points possible.
Assignment Summary

	Assignment
	Approx. Hours
	Points Possible
	Lesson  Due

	1. Attendance (Progress Reports)
	15
	28
	Each lesson

	Reading
	
	
	

	Course Materials
	20
	
	

	2.  Collateral Reading (3)
	10
	60
	3, 6, 8

	3.  Forum Postings and Responses
	15
	56
	Each lesson

	Reading Discussions Postings & Responses
	
	
	

	Applications Forum Postings & Responses
	10
	56
	

	4.  Cultural Approach Project
	7
	50
	9

	Novel Paper
	
	
	

	Movie Paper
	7
	50
	11

	Bridge-Building Paper
	6
	50
	15

	Totals
	90
	350
	


Grading Scale

	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-

	99-100%
	95-98%
	93-94%
	91-92%
	88-90%
	86-87%

	C+
	C
	C-
	D+
	D
	D-

	84-85%
	81-83%
	79-80%
	77-78%
	74-76%
	70-73%


Course Policies:  Can be found at www.wscll.net. 
Course Sequence

Important: See the course schedule in the learning center for the due dates of your assignments.  

	Week
	Lessons
	Assignments & Notes

	1
	1.    Anthropology and Missions 
	(For each lesson, complete the progress report and forum discussion assignment)

Read: Grunlan and Mayers, Chapter 1

Reading Discussion Forum Posting & Response #1
Applications Forum Posting & Response #1

	2
	2.    Humanity, Culture and Society 
	Read: Grunlan and Mayers, Chapter 2

Reading Discussion Forum Posting & Response #2
Applications Forum Posting & Response #2
100% refund drop deadline

	3
	3.    Fields and Theorists 
	Read: Grunlan and Mayers, Chapter 3

Reading Discussion Forum Posting & Response #3
Applications Forum Posting Response #3 

Collateral reading report #1 due

	4
	4.    Enculturation and Acculturation 
	Read: Grunlan and Mayers, Chapter 4

Reading Discussion Forum Posting & Response #4
Applications Forum Posting & Response #4
80% refund drop deadline

	5
	5.    Verbal and Nonverbal Communication 
	Read: Grunlan and Mayers, Chapter 5

Reading Discussion Forum Posting & Response #5
Applications Forum Posting & Response #5

	6
	6.    Economy and Technology 
	Read: Grunlan and Mayers, Chapter 6

Reading Discussion Forum Posting & Response #6
Applications Forum Posting Response #6 

Collateral reading report #2 due

50% refund drop deadline; no further drops allowed

	7
	7.    Role, Status, and Stratification 
	Read: Grunlan and Mayers, Chapter 7

Reading Discussion Forum Posting Lesson #7
Applications Forum Lesson #7

	8
	8.    Marriage and Family 
	Read: Grunlan and Mayers, Chapter 8

Reading Discussion Forum Posting & Response#8
Applications Forum Posting Response #8 

Collateral reading report #3 due

	9
	9.    Kinship 
	Read: Grunlan and Mayers, Chapter 9

Reading Discussion Forum Posting & Response #9
Applications Forum Posting & Response #9

	10
	10.  Groups and Communities 
	Read: Grunlan and Mayers, Chapter 10

Reading Discussion Forum Posting & Response #10
Applications Forum Posting & Response #10

	11
	11.  Social Control and Government 
	Read: Grunlan and Mayers, Chapter 11

Reading Discussion Forum Posting & Response #11
Applications Forum Posting & Response #11
Novel paper due

	12
	12.  Religion 
	Read: Grunlan and Mayers, Chapter 12

Reading Discussion Forum Posting & Response #12
Applications Forum Posting & Response #12

	13
	13.  Research/ Relativity 
	Read: Grunlan and Mayers, Chapters 13 & 14

Reading Discussion Forum Posting & Response #13 - Answer a total of 1 question from either chapter.

Applications Forum Posting & Response #13
Movie paper due

	14
	14.  Anthropology and Theology 
	Read: Grunlan and Mayers, Chapter 15

Reading Discussion Forum Posting & Response #14
Applications Forum Posting & Response #14

	15
	
	Bridge-building paper due


DISABILITY (Sec. 504)
Western Seminary is committed to responding to the needs of students with disabilities as outlined in both the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Western students are assisted individually as their needs dictate.  It is the responsibility of students with disabilities to identify themselves and the nature of the disability.  Any student who has a disability should contact the seminary’s Disability (Section 504) Coordinator, Ken Epp, at 503-517-1815/1-877-517-1800, ext. 1815.  His office is at the Portland campus.  Students at the northern California campuses may contact Carrie Priest (Student Services Coordinator – San José) or PJ Oswald (Director of Student Development – Sacramento), or they may contact Dr. Epp directly. Appropriate forms will be provided and must be submitted to the Disability Coordinator’s office.
Questions regarding this course or its materials should be directed to:

Western Seminary, Center for Lifelong Learning
 5511 SE Hawthorne Blvd., Portland, OR, 97215
Attn: Jon Raibley - Email: jraibley@westernseminary.edu
p 1-800-893-8567 - In Portland: 503-517-1899
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