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WESTERN SEMINARY




CLL - Center for Lifelong Learning

Course Number: 
DIS 520E /CHS 520E
Course Title: 
History of Mission
Instructor: 

Mary Wilder, M.D.
Credit Hours: 
2
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The dynamic factors God has used in the expansion and spread of His church.  Successes and failures in mission endeavors, from era to era, both eastern and western churches and events are analyzed.  Strategies used by missionaries throughout the ages are studied as a guide to forming a personal strategy of mission and an understanding of practical aspects and principles of world missions. Two credit hours.
COURSE PURPOSE:
This course will enable the student to trace the main events and personalities associated with the expansion of the Christian message and church, noting principles and practices used to accomplish Christ’s redemptive mission in the world up until now. This information is to give the student a historical perspective in applying these principles and practices to his/her own ministry.

COURSE GOALS:  This course is designed to enable the student to:

1. Be a “Global Christian” who thinks, acts and prays strategically, aware of how the world-wide building of the church can be furthered through his/her ministry.

2. Be a person of prayer, seeing the historical lesson of the centrality of prayer in ministry.

3. Know the major themes, developments, principles, practices and personalities in the 2,000 year expansion of Christianity around the world.

4. Share this information with others, to involve them in the excitement of what God is doing on earth, for heaven’s sake.

5. Relate the lessons of the past to the realities of the present, especially as it relates to our personal life and ministry.

READING:  
Book of Acts

Neill, Stephen.  A History of Christian Missions.  Penguin, 1991, Second edition 
13: 978-0140137637
Winter, Ralph D Perspectives on the World Christian Movement, William Carey Library Publishers; 3rd edition (1999) 13: 978-0878082896 
(OR)  Winter, Ralph D Perspectives on the World Christian Movement, William Carey Library Publishers; Fourth Edition Paperback edition (2009) 13: 978-0878083909
Articles, provided on the online learning center
Important Note: Required and recommended course texts are subject to change at any time. Prior to purchasing your books for this course, please visit http://www.wscll.net/books/ for current bibliographic and pricing information.
Course Format:
1. Course Audio/Video Materials.  
Shortly after your course registration, you will receive instructions about how to download your course using the integr@te program (not earlier than three weeks from your start date).   

2. Learning Center.  
You will also be given access to a web-based learning center which functions as your classroom for the course. There you will find:

· The course syllabus. Please Note: The syllabus in your learning center is the governing course syllabus. Syllabi downloaded from the seminary or WSCLL.net website, or received from any other source, are for informational purposes only. 

· A week-by-week schedule to help you successfully complete the course on time with the least amount of stress.  To discuss changing the assignment due dates within the schedule, please contact Jon Raibley: jraibley@westernseminary.edu
· A progress report for each lesson, by which you will indicate whether you completed your lesson requirements. While still allowing great scheduling flexibility, progress reports help us help you should you begin to fall behind.

· Assignment summaries and links for uploading assignments and for completing group projects.

· Links to discussion forums, your course mentor and other students, the CLL support team, as well as links to other helpful communication and instructional resources.

3. Course Mentor.  
You will be assigned a course mentor who will participate as appropriate in classroom activities; review, grade, and provide feedback on course assignments; and interact with you on any questions you have about the course. When you receive your course materials, you will also receive contact information for your course mentor. Please contact your course mentor within two weeks of your course start date and maintain regular contact throughout the course.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1. Lesson “Attendance” Requirements. 
For each lesson, complete the media and reading as instructed in your learning center, and submit the progress report verifying that you’ve done so. These progress reports are our primary means of verifying your attendance, and each is worth up to one point toward your final grade. If the progress report is submitted by the due date on your course schedule, you’ll receive 1 full point. If you submit the progress report late, but within two weeks of the due date, you will receive 0.8 points. If you submit the progress report more than two weeks late, you will receive 0.5 points. And, of course, if you fail to submit a progress report at all, you will receive 0 points. 

Time: 25 hours estimated media time; estimated 28 hours reading time.

Points: 15 points possible.
2. Reading Reports:  

Complete reading reports of the books and articles you have read, including the reading assignments in the syllabus.  These should consist of the bibliographical information at the top of the page, followed by a paragraph or so of information about the reading, summary, conclusions, etc.  Another paragraph should give your personal critique of, and interaction with the information, including a statement about its usefulness to you.  This sort of reading report is for your benefit, to facilitate your retrieval of this information for future reference, study, use in sermons, etc.  It is a method of making the material useful, instead of just academic busy work!  It is a most useful habit to form, for a life of continued reading, research and learning.
Time: 8 hours estimated time.

Points: 30 points possible. 
3. Biographical Report:  

This is to be a paper of five or more pages, researched and footnoted, with bibliography, about a missionary of your choice from any period of history.  Look at the life, strategy, approach to mission, the principles and practices used, and critique the results.  Include your thoughtful evaluations, both negative and positive, as well as implications for your ministry, in today’s world
Time: 12 hours estimated time.

Points: 50 points possible. 

4. Lessons from History:

This is a paper of five or more pages, detailing and developing principles and practices learned in your reading and study about World Mission history and the expansion of Christianity.  Some of those principles and practices will be applicable to today’s world and to your life and ministry.  That is, in view of what they did (or should have done), how they did it (or should have done it), and the results, what are the implications for you and your ministry in today’s world?

Time: 12 hours estimated time.

Points: 50 points possible. 

5. Discussion Forum.  A discussion forum allows you to share your thoughts with, and receive feedback from, your course mentor and other students in the course.  You will make three original postings throughout the semester, and respond to the postings of three other students.  You might address such questions as the following:  

· What is a key lesson you’ve discovered?  

· What do you agree or disagree with?  

· How does your experience confirm or conflict with the teaching?  

· What Scriptures address the principles and attitudes discussed in the material? 

· What character issues were raised in the lectures or reading?
· What action steps can you take to become a better minister in this area?

 Time: 5 hours estimated discussion time.

 Points: 45 points possible. (10 points per original post, 5 points per response)
Assignment Summary

	Assignment
	Approx. Hours
	Points Possible
	Week Due

	1. Lesson requirements
	28
	15
	Each topic

	Reading
	
	
	

	Media
	25
	
	

	2. Reading Reports
	8
	30
	15

	3. Biographical Report
	12
	50
	10

	4. Lessons from History
	12
	50
	15

	5. Discussion forum (3 sets)
	5
	45
	5, 9, 14

	Totals
	90
	190
	


Grading Scale

	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-

	99-100%
	95-98%
	93-94%
	91-92%
	88-90%
	86-87%

	C+
	C
	C-
	D+
	D
	D-

	84-85%
	81-83%
	79-80%
	77-78%
	74-76%
	70-73%


COURSE SCHEDULE
	Week
	Lessons
	Assignments & Notes

	1
	1.    Introduction 
	Complete progress reports for each lesson.

	2
	2.    Apostolic Mission Era: Pentecost to 100 A.D. 
	Reading: Acts; Neill, chapter 1

100% refund drop deadline

	3
	3.    Christianity in the Roman Empire to A.D. 100-500 
	Reading: Neill, chapter 2

	4
	4.    The Dark Ages:A.D. 500-1500 
	Reading: Neill, chapter 3

80% refund drop deadline

	5
	5.    The Dark Ages: Islam 
	Reading: Perspectives (1999), pages 646-667 (OR) Perspectives (2009) pages 663-672, 706-707, 712-717

Discussion forum #1 due

	6
	6.    Roman Catholic Missions Movement 
	Reading: Neill, chapter 4

50% refund drop deadline. No further drops.

	7
	7.    The Age of Discovery 
	Reading: Neill, chapters 5-6

	8
	8.    Origins of Protestant Missions in Europe 
	Reading: Neill, chapter 7; Perspectives (1999), pages 274-276 (OR) Perspectives (2009) pages 291-293

	9
	9.    Moravians 
	Reading: Neill, chapter 8

Discussion forum #2 due

	10
	10.  The Great Awakening in England 
	Reading: Neill, chapter 9

Biographical Report due

	11
	11.  The Great Century: India and Burma 
	Perspectives (1999) pages 293-299, 525-528 (OR) Perspectives (2009) pages 312-318, 568-571

	12
	12.  The Great Century: China 
	Reading: Neill, chapter 10; Perspectives (1999) pages 300-308 (OR) Perspectives (2009) pages 319-326

	13
	13.  The Great Century: South Seas and Africa 
	Reading: Neill, chapter 11; Neill, chapter 10; Perspectives (1999) pages 300-308 (OR) Perspectives (2009) pages 319-326

	14
	14.  Student Volunteer Movement 
	Reading: Neill, chapters 12-13; Perspectives (1999), pages 541-577 (OR) Perspectives (2009) pages 547-567, 592-606, 622-626

Discussion forum #3 due

	15
	15.  Third World Mission 
	Reading reports due

Lessons from History paper due


SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
Johnstone, Patrick.  Operation World, STL.  6th edition, 2005. 

Latourette, Kenneth.  A History of Christianity, 2 Volumes; Harper and Row, 1975.  

Latourette, Kenneth. A History of the Expansion of Christianity, 7 Volumes, Zondervan, 1971. 

Neill, Stephen. A History of Christian Missions, Penguin, 1986.  

Pierson, Paul E.  The Dynamics of Christian Mission; History through a Missiological Perspective.  William Carey, 2009.

Tucker, Ruth.  From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya, Zondervan, 1985.  

Winter, Ralph, Ed., Perspectives on the World Christian Movement, William Carey, Revised, 1992.  

Course Policies can be found at www.wscll.net. 

DISABILITY (Sec. 504)

Western Seminary is committed to responding to the needs of students with disabilities as outlined in both the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Western students are assisted individually as their needs dictate.  It is the responsibility of students with disabilities to identify themselves and the nature of the disability.  Any student who has a disability should contact the seminary’s Disability (Section 504) Coordinator, Ken Epp, at 503-517-1815/1-877-517-1800, ext. 1815.  His office is at the Portland campus.  Students at the northern California campuses may contact Carrie Priest (Student Services Coordinator – San José) or PJ Oswald (Director of Student Development – Sacramento), or they may contact Dr. Epp directly. Appropriate forms will be provided and must be submitted to the Disability Coordinator’s office.

Questions regarding this course or its materials should be directed to:

Western Seminary, Center for Lifelong Learning
 5511 SE Hawthorne Blvd., Portland, OR, 97215
Attn: Jon Raibley - Email: jraibley@westernseminary.edu
 1-800-893-8567 - In Portland: 503-517-1899
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